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Mr Nick Gibb MP

House of Commons
London

SW1A 0AA
18 February 2011

Dear Mr Nick Gibb MP,

The Importance of Teaching: The Schools White Paper 2010

I am writing as Chief Executive Officer of Yorkshire Universities, the regional association of the fourteen universities and higher education institutions in Yorkshire and the Humber, following the Government’s publication of the White Paper on the future of initial teacher training in November 2010.

Yorkshire Universities works with its members to foster collaboration and partnership to maximise the value and impact of higher education in the region.  The universities have produced a collective response to the White Paper.  This matter is of great importance to the sector within Yorkshire and the Humber, as the majority of higher education institutions (HEIs) deliver teacher training provision (6.9% of all students registered at HEIs in the region study teacher training).
We recognise the importance of high quality teacher training; this has been the responsibility of the higher education sector in previous years.  There are numerous success stories, such as Teach First, although it is important to emphasise the role of higher education within these.
We accept the importance of raising the quality both of teaching and of entrants to the profession.  We wish to stress that classroom experience gained within university teacher training is extensive and thorough: in all routes students spend at least two thirds of their course within the classroom.  It is the firm view of our universities that the HE sector brings quality and added value to teacher training, through the high quality of the training itself; its work on analysing and disseminating the latest in effective practice, policies and research; and through its support of the teaching and other school-based workforce in continuing professional development.
Whilst recognising that there will be changes to teacher training, we are anxious that any new arrangements build on, and do not weaken, the important contribution higher education makes to the profession.
Yours sincerely,
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Professor Roger Lewis

Chief Executive Officer
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